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Kinship	terms	
	
1. Compare	Table	2	and	Table	11,	and	find	out	how	siblings	are	addressed.	

	 Male	Speaker	 Female	Speaker	
Older brother (27)   
Older sister (30)   
Younger brother (34)   
Younger sister (37)   
	

 List the three factors of address terms of siblings? 

(i) _______________________ (ii) ____________________ (iii) ______________________ 
	
2.	 From	Table	1,	find	the	Korean	kin	terms	of	the	following.	Ignore	the	honorific	term.	

	 Kin	 Kin’s	spouse	
Father’s	older	brother	 	 	
Father’s	younger	brother	 	 	
Father’s	older	sister	 	 	
Father’s	younger	sister	 	 	

	
	 What	can	you	tell	from	this?	____________________________________________________________________	
	
3.	 From	Table	4,	find	the	Korean	kin	terms	(for	address)	of	the	following:	

	 Kin	 Kin’s	spouse	
Mother’s	older	brother	 	 	

Mother’s	younger	brother	 	 	

Mother’s	older	sister	 	 	

Mother’s	younger	sister	 	 	

	
4. Comparing your findings in #2 ad #3, what can you tell about the Korean kinship system? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

	
5.	 From	Table	3	and	Table	5,	compare	the	kin	terms	of	paternal	relatives	and	maternal	

relatives.	
	 Paternal	 Maternal	
Grandfather	 	 	
Grandmother	 	 	
Uncle	 	 	
Uncle’s	wife	 	 	

	
	 What	do	you	notice	from	this?	__________________________________________________________________	



E305/505 Assignment #3: Kinship terms Name: __________________	
	

	
6.	 From	Table	7	and	Table	8,	find	the	kin	terms	of	the	following.	
	 	

	 Man (Table 7) Woman (Table 8) 
Spouse’s	older	brother		   

Spouse’s	younger	brother	   

Spouse’s	older	sister	   

Spouse’s	younger	sister	   

	
7.	 From	Chart	4,	name	all	the	kins	with	the	given	kinship	distance	from	Ego.	

	 3-ch’on:	________________________________________________________	

	 4-ch’on:	________________________________________________________	
	
8.	What	kin	is	shared	between	me	and	the	kin	who	is	in		8-ch’on	distance?		

_____________________________________________	

	
9.	 Chart 5 is from a 12th century document, Kyerim Yusa (Classified Facts about Koryô). 

Compared to your findings in #2 and #3, what do you notice with regard to the difference 
between paternal kins and maternal kins, and what can we tell about the Korean kinship 
system in the earlier period? 

	 	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	
10.	From	the	historical	document,	Kyerim	Yusa,	and	pieces	of	evidence	from	dialects,	King	

(2006)	proposes	a	hypothesis	about	changes	in	the	Korean	kinship	system.	Summarize	
the	changes	below:	

	
	 	 	 	 Before	the	17th	Century	 	 After	the	17th	Century	 	
	
	 Father’s	side	 _________________________	 -----	>	 _______________________________	
	 Vs.	Mother’s	side			 	 	
	 	

Male	vs.	Female	 _________________________		 -----	>	 ____________________________________	
	


